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To the Reader. 

Had no Defign to expoſe this Sermon to 

Publick View and ITO in this Critical 

Age, and Climate ; but being Preach'd 


$1 % 
in a Languiſhing Infirmity of Body, rendering 
| my Voice not audible to the greateſt part of a 


«a 


Venerable, ample (Congregation ; I have been 
ſolicited to tranſmut it to the Preſs for Expia- 
| ting the Defailance of Eloquution in the Pulpit, 

that thoſe Religious eAdvertiſements which va- 
niſh'd in the Air, periſh'd in their Birth in the 
Temple , may be retained, revived, in the (.%- 
| ſet, that theymay, by the Divine compaſſunate 
race, conduce to promote a Heavenly Cover - 
| ation on Earth. _ 
| It hath been required of me as an Equitable 
Reparation to the Eye, ( the more exatt diff 
free Teſt ) for the diſappointment to the Ear. 


The 


229 Py 
Z The God of Adercies and Puritie grant that 
WEE - by Bey Fr Dri Impreſſion in the Hearts of 


afe to R Read i it ; to excite 
- effetuall to refiſt the Impulſe of Covetous 
edtions, to dread to decline the too little re- 


ſented, Jet too much prattiſed plauſible Impiety, 
darling lddasry of Mammon. | 


Luke 16. 9. 


1 jay unto you, make to your ſelves Friends of the Mammon 
of Unrighteouſneſs ; that when ye fail, they may receive 
Jou into Everlaſting Habitations. - 


FC Y Text is Yerbum Diei, it is part of the Gol- 

pel for this Day, it is the Cloze and the 

Luſtre,of a Parable, (the Style of the pri- 

| mitive Eaſtern Rhetorick for Inſtruftion. ) The Stru- 

Eture of the Parable holds reſemblance with that of 

the Temple of Jeruſalem ; for the Porch, the our- 
ward and the inward Court. 

The Introduction is not the Porch of Solomon, 
bur: of Chrift;/ he faid ro his Diſciples in Yer. 1. This .- 
Gate of the. Temple may truly venerably be called 
Beautiful,” 

The three Parables, recorded in the immediate pre- 
cedent Chapter, of the loſt Sheep, the loſt Groar,. and 
the prodigal Son, were moulded forthe: Scribes and 
Phariſees, to lance their Boſom Impoſthume of 'Spi- 
ritual Pride. and Arrogance, who, in being imaginary 
Saints, became real Miſcreants. The Parable of the 
unjuſt. Steward recicedin this Chapter is calculated for 
another- Meridian, not for the Judaical Synagogue, 
but the Church of Chriſt. Xi 
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| SCrImNC Pre: 1 A/ by 

An Advertiſement for his ſele&t Train, his ſignal 
Diſcples, who like Eagles f Aloft did caft 2 
olance -on the Prey below ; whilſt their Profeſſions 
were raiſed* to heavenly Enjoyments, their Aﬀections 
were ſomewhat depreſt by Earthly : Though pure 
Bullion from the Ore, yet not yet: entirely ” 


from the Furnace, not without ari Alloy of Drols, a 


Mixture of Rubbiſh. To cure this ſpreading Mala- 
dy, Chriſt enwraps his Doſe in a Parable, _ 

To unyeil the Narration bf the Parable ;  Cotn- 
mentators underſtand the certain Rich mart in the 
firſt Verſe ro be Chriſt, (verus a true, though not 
merus. Flomo a mere man, in St. Auſtin's Expreſſi- 
on.) the ſole Proprietary, the Lord paramount of all 
the Treaſures of the Earth, and of Heaven, -alſo thar 
illuſtrious City reſplendent with Streets of Gold and 


Gares of Pearls,” > 2a and Euthymins expound 


. the Steward in the-fu Verſe to be a wealthy or 
'NOt 


nage, improved in Fortune, yer not enfranchiſe 
dilharge from his dependance, not ſo properly: en- 
dowed as intruſted, impeacht he is for his'Talent miſ- 
employed s it is a Bill of Waſt, Oanypmor, in Fer. rt. 
ſcattering, imbezeling his Maſters Goods. | The Accu- 


fation is recited, but the Accuſers concealed : Saran 


who is a ſmooth Temprer to luggeſt, ro ſolicit Guilr, 


becomes a ſharp Orator to , to ate it... 
\ Every humane Offence calls for, in faraala, im- 


portunes, clamors for the divine Judgment.” The 


| I regs eng Moap = ny leaſt Accuſer is his 


own Co ce, this 


Whiſper is more terrifying 


Th > pe d vo "> A... 
424% » vp 


The Accuſations are varied, yet Chriſtarraigns, ex- 
amins, before he dooms: not lhe Auld i 
tate Sentence without the Fraverſe, withour Te 
thod of Indictment, againſt the Inhabitants of Peruſs- 
um; Moriendum, they mult die,” It ſuirs noe with che 
Track, the Cuſtom = Iacliciſh, not of je. 5; 55. 
the Roman Pagan co condemn any 4 35-16: 
one —_— — _ the Perſon ed in this 
Parable Liberty to "afoy ro vindicate himſelf in Fer. 2. 
Give an account of thy Stewardſhip, of thy Fanune, of 
thy Office, thy Knowledge, thy Tatent whatſoever ; 
as _ run varieties of Deſcants on this Note. 
ery Stroke of Afliction, every. laſh of Conkci- 
poke lg 7 a 
or each © ves men 0 
_ + yoo thoſc ments, Fei they ge 
manage. Ic is a olare Sentence 

A hr iy} Hagar 5p 7 er Stewar "Some 
determine this to be executed at the Hour of Death. 
F: Bkveths ful time of Ky agg may _ 

e ro Pen the greatelt Po- 
rentates to rants moſt labrle pk Srarilts, 
the moſt accurate Arciſts,o Folly, to 10n ns oy 
tus the great was bercaved of his great Stock of Know- 
led ou years before he died. "The Steward ſntenced 
Te Parable was ar firſt dampr and chl'd in 
Pexplexity of Mind ; he was-too-nice and delicatz'to | 
be a Labourer, (dig he could nor) he was too- lhawphtz 
and arrogant to be SPetidoner fs bey erationed 
however he is not long defiticure ; an unhely Clue 
8 2_ fo 
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oy to.wind him our of this Labyrinth. He lays an O- 
bligation on his Maſters Debrors by his own Tranſ- 


grethon, ingratiates and depraves himlelf , contrives 
his Iniquity to be his Support ; and yer the Lord com- 
——_ the unjuſt Steward. It ſounds a Riddle, that 
he whoſe Injuſtice was his Deſign, his Artifice, that he 
who was injuriouſly bountiful, diſhoneſtly liberal, 
ſhould be extolled by that Maſter whom he had de- 
frauded. ] 

Todiſpel this Cloud ; The Lord commended the 
Subrilty , not the Integrity of this falſe Steward, his 
Wir not his Grace. For the Children of this World, are 
in their Generation, wiſer than the Children of Light. Ver. 8. 

. It is not ovpemey: mou wile, but peemwrrer: _ 
wily, more crafty, tine, (the Serpent devoure 
2 the — ge only in the Judgment of 
E- S. Auſtin, but of Ariſtotle alſo, is the Knowledge of 
3 divine Perfe&tions ; Philoſophers decipher it to be ſpe- 
culative, the Fathers ſtate it to be aftive. It is Sapien- 
tia, quaſi ſapida ſcientia, (aith Gerſon, Wiſdom is a Savo- 
ry. Science, not contemplative bur afte&tive, not ſeat- 
ed in the Brain, but in the Heart, which is beſt diſ- 
cern'd by the Pulſe of the Hand. | 
_ - Prudenceis of a lower Size, Cunning is of a cour- 
ſer Metal, leſs refined and fublimated. & They who 
are addicted, devoted to ſecular Intereſts, may chal- 
* lenge a Preheminence in this Faculty, they are' wiſer 
in their kind, in genere Jus, as Beza renders it, more 
exa&t Intelligencers in their Orb: Burt it is_an excen- 
rick Orb ; more expert in their Way, butitis a dark 
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4 crooked Way ;, better Sophiſters, fnoother-Paraftres 
to ſer off corrupt Ations, like tainted Ware with fair 
Colours, with falſe Varniſhes. They are wiler'for an 
Age, not for Eternity; it is not %;- in their Genera- 
tion as we render it, but *« for their Generation, ſuc- 
ceſlion, allo to entail, to ſecure their Revenues to their 
Families, Poſterities, to derive, to-fix the ſſugs of their 
Sins to the Iflues of their Loins. . 

The Minions of the Earth, the Sages of the World, 
are more circumſpect , diligent ro preſerve, to cn- 
hance their Eſtates, than the Candidates for Heaven, 
than the Diſciples of the San&tuary are to im rove 
their Virtues, to,ſave their Souls. Leaſt we ſplit on 
this Rock, Chriſt himſelf becomes our Pilot to ſteer 
our Courſe in a right Channel to -a Port of Bliſs. 
Make to your ſelves Friends of the Mammon of Unrighteouſ- 
neſs, that when ye fail, they may receive you ito everlaſting 
Habitations. 

Text brancheth it ſelf into a Precept, and a 
Reward: The Precepr deſcribes, regulates our Duty :: 
Make t# your ſelves Friends of the Mammon of Unrigh- 
teouſneſs. , The Reward animates, crowns our perfor- 
mance : "That they may receive you mto everlaſting Flabi- 
tations. - The former Part is an Introduction to 'the- 
Jter, for the Diſciples of Jeruſalem, as-the Temple 
of Virtue was a Patlage to that of Honour, for the 
Votaries of Rome. In the firft General I ſhall by di- 
vine Afiſtance offer at a diſtinct view of the Engine 
to be employed. The Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs ; and 


of the Employment ir (elf. 
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To ſelves Friends of. it ; this 


2 Poylon: to- a/ Medicine, it extracts an Antidote. our, 
of a Viper, a Viper that ſtings an ualanRified Soul, 
envenoms it to-Death. My firſt Task is the conſis 
deration of the Engine it felt, ſer out ina black Hue, 
in a branded Character : The Mammon of Unrighteouſ- 

neſs. | 
I th and Modern have varieties of Con- 
jectures touching the; name and -nature, the Phraſe 
and Importange-of Manamon. + ſhall.nog ſpend time 
nicely and. critically. ro diſcuſs whether Mammaoa be 
of an Hebrew, Chaldaick or Syriack Extraction ; moſt 
probably-is is of a Syriack Stock, being nor extant 
in the Hebrew Original, or in the Chaldee Paraphraſe 
of the old Teſtargent.  Tertullian interprets Mammon 
Moay, St. Auſtin Gain, Heſychius Treaſures, the margi- 
nal Engliſh Illuſtration renders it Riches. It is Lombard's 
Obſervation that Mammon denotes Wealth and the De- 
vil, both clad in. the' fame Drefs, ſhadowed out inthe 
ſame name. Ir is Sarans niagnificene Title of Gran- 
Job. x2. 31. deur, The Prince of thus World: whenehe pre- 
ſented ro Chriſt the Kingdoms of this World, whe- 
ther 4t were in a diſtinct diſcovery to-the Eye or the 
Phantaſie ; whether it.were in the Proſpect of a Map 
or Globezor in the. Flouriſh of Language, however 
it was his ample Overture. Luke 4. 6. All this Power 
will T give unto thee, and the Glory, of them, and to.whom- 
foever 1 will, I give it. I ſhall not diſprove the appa- 
rent Invalidity of his Title, his Intereſt: I ſhall only 
obſerye the Sophiſtry of his Tender. He Fogg 
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of it. It is the doom of Adem;Gen. 3. 17. Curſed 
is the ground for thy ſake.” Liable it is to a Curſe of Em- 
mma, om EI vr rn an abundance,a ſurpluſ- 
comes ſhort of a Sufficiency ; liable ic isto a Curſe 
Prophanenels, it d MG many that poſſeſs ir; the 
name of the firſt Repro te Caitiff -recited in the Scrip- 
" .- _ - ture, Cam; denotes FDoſſedlion . the Treaſures ore 
| Earth-are the Borders of Hell, the Mines of Gold 
Silver are ar'a great 'Diſtance from Heaven ; the choi- 
1 ceſt, thoſe of Havila, are the remoteſt from the Church. 
The- Moon is 'the Emblem, the Repreſencacive of 
| the Charch,:which is Eclipſed by-the Interpolition of 
«a che Farrh : Religio peperit divitias, G- filia devora- auguliin. 
vit matrem, Religion brought forth Wealth,” and the 
Daughter devoured the Mother. The Jewels: of the 
Pere iaris proved Snares to the Iſraelices, they afforded 
ak r their Idolatry ; Jeſhurun waxed fat, and 
| kicked, Dent. 32. 15. Plenty became a fertile womb of 
Intem ance and Arrogance ; EuGumy TAuTINSs Oneoiny 
eva fich Euripides ; it is 'ingrafted in thoſe' that are 
rich, to be lexvened,'to'be fovelled; and to be ny 
red alſo; I is'rhe Apoltles Interrogarory ; Do not ric 
men oppreſs you? Jam. 2. 6, It was Salvian's patherical 
complaint of his Gallican Contemporaries, decernunt 
Potentes, quod folvunt Panperes, the: heavieſt Preſſures 
of Taxes are laid on the weakeft Shoulders. 
Theſe meditations t effectually oa Agur , 
an Oracle of liracl, fingularly qualified for _ 
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and Integrity, who di aid it Adios, 
even Solomon himſelf in diſguiſe, of that name, in the 
Jud ent _ _ Jewiſh Doors. This conſiderati- 

as anſported him fo far, that he dreaded, 

ra. W , which is courted, homaged by 
moſt ; Give me not riches, left. I be full and deny thee, 
and ſay who-is the Lord? Prov.:30. $. 9.1 was at eaſe, 
ſaith Job 16.12. 1t is Opulentus fu; in the vulgar La- 
ting, Tranſlation, Fas: rich. \1lay a Stumbling-block be- 
'bim. Ezek: 3.'20. Vatablus glofleth ir, 7 ks him 
to rape The Fulnels of. the Sodomites: did deſpumare 
in libidinem, (in Tertullian's Expreſſion) foam unto Laſci- 
viouſnels, did melt into impure Dalliance 3 their Riots 
and Lufts were the bitter. Fruits of a delicious Soil. 

Joſephs aſſerts that che Sadduces who dilclaimed the 
Reſurre&tion of the Body, andthe Immortality of the 
Soul, gained moſt Dilciples among the wealthieſt fort 
of Jews, who being furniſhed with the Revenues, cor- 
 rupted- with .che Senſualities' of this lite, dilcredited, 
dilregarded the Felicities, the Glories of the next. 
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When Philip King of Macedon tran{mitred a __ | 


ſumpruous Preſent to Phacion, Phocion rune 
F rather than any other Athenian, was- ſelected. Rl 
obliged by ſo ample a Boon ? The Meſlenger repli- 
cd, becauſe he was reputed moſt upright : Sl ten 
(faith Phecion) ould on in my Penury, wy the I may not 
forkeir my Integrity. The moſt renowned heathen 
moral Worthies ; Socrates, Ariſtides, Epammondas, Fa- 
bricius were deſtitute of Riches. Among others the 
learned pious Father Laftantins was ſcanted for necel- 


" 
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ſarics. 
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the Biſhop of Worceſter. "0 28% 
faries. 'St.'Peter, the prime Apoſtle (#0 Mat1 ©.2:) "hl 
for priority of Order for diftin&tion, though ior for 
ſuperiority of Power for juriſdition (in the Aniſh 
ſtrain) profeſſed, Silver and Gold have Tnone, A&t. 3. 6. 
Neither Sun nor Moon of Ahymit ſhined 'on him. 
Chriſt himſelf, as Son of Man, appzared in a ftate of 
Diſtreſs, of Indigence, who was at the charge of a great 
| Miracle to defray a ſmall Tribute, a Fiſh being his 
& Treaſurer. It was a ſevere doom ovablinced by 
| him, Luke 6.24. Woe to you that are rich, (to wit, 'in 
Treaſures, not in Graces) for you have received your 
| Conſolation. It is not *yem but 47%n,, you have your Re- 
. ward, for whatever claim you can pretend to Inno- 
cence; that 'you have your Conſolation, ' that it" is-pre- 
| ſent, tranſitory in this Life, not furure, not ſtable, 
| 


erpetual in the next, is the ſting of this Woe. 

* Ir isSr. Chry/oftom's critical delcant on that paſſage of 

Abraham to the damned rich Caitiff :* Thou haſt received 

thy good things, Luke 16.25. Thy good things, to 

wit, in thy eſtimate ; it is not ?\e&s: but «miazbe;, thou 

haſt received them as Recompences for all thy good 
Actions. hk 6H/1IGM 

Gregory the Great, that firſt and beſt of thatname, 
. of. the 'See of Rome, being enriched, dignified,” was 
| chilled with Fear, damped with Anguith,- leſt God 
had thereby requited: his Faſts, his Prayers; his Ser- 

mons, - his Vigits and Alms, and all other Virrues.' Eu 

thymius expounds that fore-mention'd Woe, tecited by 

St. Luke, to be the penſive Expreſſion of Chriſt, { x 

Mirror of Candor ) condoling, © commmilſeratingy* ra- 
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it to/be woven with a mingled Threadof Advice and 
MeMce. Nor to. hover too. long in Generalicies. It 
is the Maramon of Unrighteouſneſs, becaufe too fre- 
queatly, injurioufly, unconſcionably atchieved, un- 
gracioully,, uncharitably derained, or elſe riotoully, 
profuſely ſquander'd, as it Men were at variance with 
their Wealth, and would not diſpoſe, but diſcard iz. 
Thus, without the Divine reſtraiging Grace, we are 
roo-prone to bane, to-curle our ſelves, with what God 
doth otherwile bleſs and proſper vs. It is che P/al- 
mft's dilmal Imprecation.; Let that which fhauld have, 
been; for theis Wealth, be to them. an, occaſion of falling. 
This lapſe is a Pyecipice, an, occaſion of - Perdition. 
Not unlike to Heliogabalus, who did comtrive Cords of 
Gold and Silver to be ftrangled with, who laid up 
Poylon in Boxes of precious Stones to-bedeftroy'd with. 

{The indiredt Tools, and Mazes of Deſigns. of the 
Sages of this World, are but. elaborate ſolemn. Sacri- 
fices ro Manunon, the Idol Paramount, like Bel among 
the Aſſyrians, wherero. all the reſt vail and do, homage. 


«It is related, when a..timorous Patient ev” 9/4h "Y 


Medicine of Paracei/us, as if is had a Grain of Magick 
foe an-lngredient; Paracelſus reſented it with Indigna- 
tion, What, mattereth thee if thou be recovered, whe- 
| mary digeks to bs enacted, wanker © baby 
; to. be enxiched, whether it be: by c 
Iafluence of Heaven or Hell. Yet not to brand Rich- 
es. with unjuſt Impucations ; the Chaxge is juſtly co 
be laid.on. Qur. corrupt Minds, which, like foul Sro- 
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machs,: ; taine Fa 96s Ai the moſt wholſong Pro- 
viſion eo Crudities, Diſeaſs. The Unrighwouliels 
conſifts not in enlarged Treaſures and Incomes, but jn 
unſatisfied Deſires, 16 unſahGified Purſuits and Enjoy- 
ments. Wealth, in its own Nature and IE 
is not virtuous or Vicious, ti6t morally of evil, 
which 1s, bona - bonis, mala malt, a S. St. Aſtin) 
Good to good Men, bad to evil : Like Rafws's Shield, that 
had God on one fide, Satan on the other, with chis* 
Motto of Inſcription, Prepare for both. Ic is like the 
Res Sea, deftruQtive” ro the Egyptians, preſervative to 
the Iſraelites. 

Riches, as Viands, turn to that Humour which is 
moſt predominant ; to one they nouriſh Picty, Godli- 
"_ ; to antothet, Prodigaliry, Profanels; to-ſotnie; the 

ſupports of Riors, and Debauches ; to others, of Alrtis 
and Graces, * They are the Wings of Salvation, and 
che Plunwnects of Perdicion ;-they are the Rounds of 
the Ladder, whereby ſore aſcend 'to Heaven, 'ochets 
deſcend' to Hell ; day are the Oyl to kindle the buttt- 
ing flame of Satan's r jg and the Oyl alſo to weath 
.  ferve the ſhining Lamp of the SanQuury, 

. like a Scorpion, affords a Cure for its owrnj Sting ; 
is by making you Frigttds of it: which co Fe 5 
grfrv 7. Management of the Manimon of Unrighte- " 

The two Ex lients of this Satted' Friendſhip i in 


my Text, the not Ar er bur the Al-' 
Poter Qor 0495 age flution of Matri- 
ith, ale Equity and = 


, like Jai, 
hath 
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hath a doable Ae, it looks Genel for Polſon; 
and; backward for Reſtitution ; the-one is'a Branch of 
Innocence, the other of Repentance; the one prevents 
the Unrighteouſneſs of Mammon, the.other redreflcs 
it. I is with Equity, as with Phyſick ; the Medicine 
which ſecures from a Malady, is more precious than 
that which heals it. That Juſtice which declines an 
Injury, challengeth a Preheminence of regard, 

Equity of Poſſeſſion is derived from juſt, law- 
ful mo y juſtifiable, lawful means; by Dona- 
tion, by. Gift, "by Succeſſion, Inhericance, by Acqui- 
ſition, bh Coarrae, which ſpreads it ſelf to many 
COD theſe are che ordinary, equitable, warrant- 
able Conveyances. 

'To,omit the: Extraordinary ; b y-right of Occupati- 
on, - (the Tenure of a fit Lingre) the: Booty of a 
. War rightly empowered, y, pe ry managed, as 
alſo..a judicial Forfeiture.. . aelites-\p Deojal Coin 
had. che Inpreflign; of, a_Lam {os Wha ouri Engliſh 
Tranſlation renders a, bundred, pieces of Mauy,Geni33.19. 
the Septyagint exprels <1r0s Lambs," becaulc they were - 
tampe, with the Image © of ry Tabs a Lefure.of Inno- 
eence5. not with, the, Figure. of 2,Serpenc,; t0..be com: ; 
paſſed with 2 fraudulent Conerat, to be like Day; 41 
Adder in the Path, Gen. 49. 17. It is not. like Benjamin's 
. Portion, Gen. 49. 27. to ravenas a Wolf inthe Morn- 
087 ro devour, the Prey, and. at Night to divide the 
l When Violence hews its way for a Subſiſtence, 
Ar becomes a Patrimony, Oppreſſion an Inheri- 
cance, Milchict a jugs a Revenue, When Houles 


are 
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are- buns witk cemented with Blood ; © 
when Fields are pop hy Tears'of Widowsand 
Orphans. The Giants "in the'Sixth Chapter of Gen. 
are by ſome expounded.to be Grandees, ' not for Sta- 
rure, but Power, exerted by Rapine, by vaſt dimen- 
fion of- Extorcioti. 'O wuxenpE- Being T5 weiarO (ays 
St. Baſil the Great. -When the Oppreſſed- are: ſmaller 
Morſels in the wider Jaws of the Opprefſor, Eating up 
the People like Bread, in' the P/almi/#S Phraſe, P/al. 
14.4. Ir is St. Auſtin's Obſervarion, :that to.eat like 
Bread, denotes a Conftancy. of Repalt; other Pro- 
viſion we vary, but to eat like Bread imports nor to 
be, rarely feaſted, but continually ted ; not banquet- 
ted, - but dicted with lniquiries. Madoc in; terrts, 
faich St. Bernard, They eat; they devourtin Earth what 
they digeſt i in Hell. ' Are not the Cohtradts of many 
Tenants and Debtors more pinching, galling than the 
Manacles of _ Priſoners? © whoſe ſtate. 4; Vaſlalage is a 
Task and a Toll,' a Penance*and'a' Fiche.) a Liv- 
ing\/Death and a Dyin 's Life ; as Calpburnivs wasitreat- 
ed by Tiberins ; not mack ingratiated as to” have 
their: Miſery. expedited. 'r:is a Work'of Darkneſs, 
wricten with th&Sun-Beams; yecharh/ gained'there- 
pute of-Prudence, © of Maſter: piecof Was (tho! ſalli; 
ed, blackned with Yice,)-'! | 

Let me here inaffealinedy expreſs it to.chis Venera- 
ble Aſlembly, being; like! a- weight of Lead upon my 
Conſcience till I disburthen vir. 1) 

Ir becomes us to treat” Fenants and Debeots, eſpect- 
ally ſuch. as are Induſtrious and Frugal; with ſuch Equi- _ 7? 


_ 


yould be ace; © to. our ves, 
| : We know 
ber neem Sod bdrm, of For- 


_ - rune may be ſhifted. Riches, whilſt they appear fix- 


ed by irreverſible Conveyances and Emails, yet fre- 
' quently prove really winged-to fly away in the height 
erdern mes Plenty and Security. Ir is according to 
rack Tranſlation of my Text, The Mammen 4 
Deed "I will quic, deſert us, or we muſt qu 
deſert it. Men may enhance their Eftates and i 
Crimes, they may "rack their Revenues and their 
Conſciences, making the Neceſfities of others to mini- 
ſter fuel ro their Saperfluities, ro maintain their Pomps, 
their Gaycties, the'Exceſles of their Riots, Debauches, 
che Impurities of their Dalliances, not; only by the 
Sweats of 'their Brows, br the Greg of the Boe of 
A nolick ic D2Y _—_ 


Pollen be Ny be ls ought to mage: re- 
' paired, expiated with that of Reftirution. There are 
 , two Siſters, hke Rachel and Legh.; Fhe one, like Re- 
nn rap mncks +; the farlt Love of 
un on pg The other, like Leah, PENA 


d; ee 
roman Py xAgjer Lay 1 mad ot 
yet every Son of Jacob,, who is $.22055y of 


E of Poficfiinn,: he ought to eſt Lok 60 an 
ve the Equiry- cnc. = noe 


only 
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—_ nly of Chriſtian anti Too but of Haden Pal 
as well as Canon-Law 
enjoyns us 4 The Conſtinuions of all Nations not taint- 
ed with the Lees of Barbariſm_ exa&& it... ,To deny 
the Neceſlity of it is noc Hereſic, but © Pa Bu 
Sato, Before the Law, it was the InjuaRtio yo 
tho' he had a ſpeciqus Plea to evade. it, Gen. 43+ 1.2. 
Carry hack the money that was braught in the mauth w_ the 
ſack. Under the Moſaical Law, - 6 Equip 6 Bt 
rucion was profefled by Samuel, as the Vindication, of 
his Juſtice, 1 Sam. 12. 13, 14- Preſcribed by Nehenuab 
- - with a folemn Admonition, a Execration, Chap. 
5.v.-t1, 12. Ezekiel cluſters it with the choiceſk Eras 
of a ſpixicual, cabravy work of Conſcience, . Chap. 
7% L5. Without Certificate, Repentance, 
Now agitur ſed fingitur, rs Auſtin, . is = acted, 
but counterfeited. Wader the-Goſpe], they who-will 


not directly, tiprightly, ceſtore whas they indirectly, 
injurioully attain,  do-/:nat oaly deviate,  ſwerve 


from the commendable Practice. of Zachens,; -( Luke 
19.8. I reſtare four-fald ) bus come ſhort of Judas's 
Religion, who-came ſhort at Salvation, tha. iwavyG- 


oulngjes in St, Chryſoſtom's Phraſe, a Merchant. of- his- 


Salvation and- of his Saviour allo, who brought back 


che thirty pieces, of Silver, his vile Rate.of the, moſt 


precious Incitimable Jewel. 


lc is an infallible Maxim in the Canon-Law, bor- 
rowed from St. 4uſtin, Nan remittitur peccatum: niſi reſti- 


tuatur ablatum, The. Treſpals is not remiced-unlefs.che - 
vio be reltored. . hercin .che Proportion,. the: _ | 
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Ja hor he rants creof, Itin- 
-the Penitential-and Penal part of Rilticuivn : 


Wn Penitential p is fixed, limited, adequate to the 


Offence,'to the ent; ſuſtains: " "$. Penal part 
is to be: varicd, penm according to the Circtum- 
ſtances, Conſequences; to wit, in due co Aer 'of 
Ceſſation of Gain, - and Emergencies of Loſs ; where- 
in every” Man's ' Conſcience is 'a Judge” to determine 
where the Law doth not, where it is defective, or di- 
minutive. 

Among the 1/raejtes there were ſeveral gradual Al- 
terations;+a-two-fold, a four-fold, a ſeven-fold Refti- 
rution. The Obligation of this Dury of Reſticution 
extends further than the Actors themſelves ; even to the 
Inheritors, the Executors, thatreap the Fruits St. Chry- 

ist00 candid, you rn, wig ro/ace ro diſcharge 

e Heirs of ulcientious Ca- 

fiſts exempt, dj as ahrart ory) wor vaniſhing 

Ads of Injuſtice, which eſcape their Diſcoveries ; bur 

not fron fuch'as are knowingly, lincally perperua L thir 

pals from Generation to Generation in "the In [ncores, 
Commodities. 

There is a Tin&ture of Tnjaſtice; as in | compalling, 
purloining -another's Intereſt, loinenjoying, withhold. 
ws ot it, Ir-is the fame crime; though not the ſame 

degree. of Guile. | In the nice Diſcaſſion of the School- 
men, the one- formally conſiſts in the Pun&tilio, the 
Mode, the manner. of Acquiſition ; the other_mareri- 
* conlilts in reference ro'the advantage, whether ac- 
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| —_ or continued. Two. impediments ave 
arted'by Sarans Sophiſtry, fer our in a muliplying 
Glaſs, panick terrors to divert, to ſcare us trom the 

7. * requiſite PraQtice of Refticution ; to-wir, the-doable 

train of Penury, and Infamy; the Laſs and Shame chat 

I accrue from it: As for the*damage alledged, it is the 

Temprers Subrerfuge in diſguiſe, it is lets incommo- 

dious to impair thy Fortune, chan tro wound thy Con- 
(cience, and to forfeit thy Soul-; .it is our- Saviours es 
| ſtaggering, unanſwerable Interrogatory ; what ſhall it - 
profit a man, if be gain the whole World and loſe his own (\3 
| Soul? Mark 8. 36.— bt 
- . It is an unprofitable, and, in the: end; an execrable 
State, that bottoms in {in ;/ it is a depraved, accurſed 
. Poſſeſſion in Earth, that lays its Foundation in Hell. 
Bur chou- hopeſt, (prefumelt rather) thar thy exerciſe 
of Repentance, .thy Sorrow for - fin will commure; 
will countervail for the defe& of Reſtitution ; {o. it 
may, by divine Goodnels, in caſe of-neceſlity, -difa- 
bility for diſcharging of ir. In that only the Contri- 
tion of thy heart may be accepred, for Satisfa&tion-of 
thy Hand ; but where'there are Sinews for real -per- 
formances, the molt formal Expreſles of we 
meer hypocritical Varniſhes of repentance. "Fhe Pro 
feffion thereof, is but a Colluſjon, a Mockery, a Nul- 


| liry. of Ducy. | 
Stat magni nominis umbra, + 
As for the ſecond Scruple of Shame, -to deterr us 
from the Juſtice of Reſtitution, © it is-a Shame for-ro 
D recite 
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vecite'ir z there is no deformity, no-blomilh in the ex- 
his Brand, but his Renown, not his Stain but his'Or- 
nament ; it was the robe of a facred Convert, the-per- 
fume of a 'penitent Publican, the Fragrancy of cx- 
emplary Equity -for all-fuccceding ages. - When a 
laſcivious YoungRer flinking out of an unrepurable 
Houle ſtarted back, bcing elſpied by Diogenes, rhe Phi- 
loſophet advertiſed him, that his receſs, hiswithdraw- 
ing thence, need-nor put him. to the Bluſh or Damp ; 
but hisentrance thither. | 
Reſticution doth not breed an Ulcer, bur cure it. 
If ic be objected; that ir-doth light a Torch to mani- 
feſt the: feltered Sore, which befare was obſcured, 
concealed: I anſwer this Diſcovery is the Luſtre of 
Repentance, the Honour, the 'Trophy of it; art the 
worlt ic is bue the ow a pag, o__ 
Victory of a Bartel ; however if it. be- interpreted an 
Infamy, it is in» the Gloſs, - the Cenſure of depraved 
men; ſuggeſted by damned Spirits, it is.a Dignity in 
the:eſtimate of the bleſſed Saints and Angels. Phocion 
apprehended the Elogy, the Praiſe ofa vile Perſon, 
2 lewd Caitiff, to be a Reproach, a Scandal. . 
-»--T6 diſmiſs this vain Call ; a little Ingenuity, the 
teaſt rig@ure'of Prudence will divert,will realy conduce 
' rofteeraloof from the grand'imaginary rock of Dif. 
- The equity of Refſticucion may be {o covertly 
char neither the Injury be revealed, nor 
the Party who ated i. 
5" 2 is Hitherto, 
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Hitherto L have viewed biz one Wing of the fa- 
cred. Friend{hip the Ea+ 


ip in, my Text," a Wing, not 
gle,a creature of Prey, but of the Dove; to-wit Equity 


there is requiſite another Ving, to wit icy, to 
alpire to the- heavenly : Manſion, to flee . away, and 


be at Reſt. : It was eſteemed ominous at Athens, not 
to be a Votary in the Temple of Mercy ; it ſuits 
leſs with-the Diſcipline of Jeruſalem, It ill becomes. 
us to- degenerate to Serpents, to twine, _ to circle 
within our ſelves. 

The Philoſopher deciphers man to be a- ſociable, 
xe;ywpntgy Communicative Creature, who ought not to - 
make himſelf or his Family the Centre, and the entire 
circumference of the management of his Wealch. The 
Apoſtle profeſles nor to be arr Inftructer but a Moni- 
tor, a Remembrancer only in ſo neceſſary a- Duty ; 
Forget not to' communicate.. "Heb. 13. 16. this Oblivion 
were a double degradation, not only to be unchriſtian, 
but inhumane ; it co ds not with the” dictate; 
the Impulſe of Nature, much leſs with that of Grace. 

Charity is entituled Grace, 2. Cor. $.-7. it is- the 
Symptome, the Evidence, the Certificate of Grace, 
without which, Grace is a mask, a varniſh: Charity 
is. deſcribed-ro be the ſervice of God, in-Fer. 4: of 
the ſame Chapter. It is - ſignally .empharical-'in-the 
Original Xotywyiay T7 Naxrizs;, the communication 
the Miniſtry, even of the Liturgy, as if the charitable 
man -were the Miniſter, the Prieſt-; the Poor, the Al- 
tar; the Dole, the Oblation: With RY 

D 2 we 
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well. pleaſed. Heb. 3. 16: ' The vulgar Latin renders 
it promeretur, is  promerited, in the Rhemiſh-Tranſh- 
tion, as if hereby. we merited at Gods Hands. 

; Salmeron hence takes the Cue to raiſe his Creſt in 
defiance of - reformed. Divines. — Haeretice, 
( aith he) be dumb O Heretick, as -if- the queſtion 
of Merit was hereby put-out of all queſtion; where- 
as he inſulrs before he vanquiſhes, criumphs before he 
conquers ; the vulgar Latin Tranſlation whereon he 
bottoms, is a loole, * tottering Foundation; it is 'as 
grear-a Soleciſm-in Divinity as Grammar. \. * 

The Original exhibits not the jealt accenr of Merit, 
it is cvaps5-emy God is well pleaſed. © However Alms 
are to: be acknowledged Pious, if rightly” perform'd ; 

h nor in, themſelves meritorious. Earthly Mer- 

cies exhibited, -are ro be accounted the Condutts to 
Heavenly Glories. They are the Road of. Bliſs; tho 
not.the Purchaſe : They are not caufa regnandi,- yet via 
«d regnam, 18. St. Bernard's Expreflion, They are the 
Paſlage, the Chariot, to convey us tothe true-Supreme 
Paradiſe ; though. they cannot deſerve, :or- challenge 
the. Delicacy,- the Felicity. -of that Manfion:- -The 
| Charizy is;not deſticuce_of an, ample Recom- 
pence; -bur it is not «$i« the Dignity of the Work per- 
tormed, but «&iwas( in. St. - Chry/oftom's Phraſe) the 
Dignation, the Candor of Chrilt,. who accepts Mites, 
rewards them with Talents, I -is to be altribed iro 
che Virtue, the Bounty of his-Promiſes, /not".re! the 
Value, the Luſtre of our Accompliſhments... 


But 
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- Bur I forbear to:dilate this Meditation, left I ſeem 
co forget! my ſelf,” and not to.confiderthe Uncharica- 
| ble Age wherein we live. Our Judgments herein need 
| not ſo much to be informed in the ſtate of the Contro- 
verlie,' as our AﬀeCtions to be warmed, to be inflam'd 
for the diſcharge-of the Duty; There 'is 10 Duty of. 
Religion more indiſpenſably injoyn'd, none more 
abundantly encourag'd ; an = none more famuliar- 
ly diſregarded, "more unexculably*{purn'd at. - «Moſt 
Men are herein not only*practical- bur ſpeculative [n- 
fidels, accounting Chariry the Flux of Prodigalny the 
Produt'not of Religion bur Indiſcretion. "They'who 
are not Scepricks . to diſpute, to boggle at this'Duty, 
who are not a' fort of Atheiſts-to reje&t che*Preceprt, 
to deride the Performance; yet become Critickseo cen- 
ſure the Iniquities of .others, when-they ſhould be Al- 
moners to relieve their Prefſure. Let us not be more 
Inquiſitive than Compaſſionate, to ſharpen our Iave- 
&ives againſt Mens Offences,” which have 'proctired 
their Mileries, rather than to enlarge our Bowels t0- 
wards their Miſeries which invite our Supplics. | 
[t is God's part ro Doom, - ours ta; Succour. "Indeed 
fome are to be (elected, preferred in their Galamicies, 
fuch as are more ſanRified, «neareſt related; moſt ne- 
cefſirated ; yet none to be ablolucely waved, bur fuch 
| as are Vagrants; \ Loytetets, whoſe-Debiliry, Exigency 
in-their Eſtates,” may be-repaired -by- the Vigour, 
Strength of their Limbs ;' to endear, to'engagetheleto 
be: our Friends by our Alms, were to-betheir Adver- 
laries 
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faries and our own. ' The r of. Juftice ro-fuch, 
is.2 better Reftarative than-the Oyl of Mercy ; where- 
by they may be reſcued from, their Neceſſities, and 
reclaimed from their Vices: That our Streets be not 
defamed by fuch Peſts, that an Eminent City be not 
diſhonoured by fuch, Obloqties, Scandals; I | thall re- 
commend, not only the Ancient pattern. of Jeruſalem 
to a ———_— bur alſo _ ang on py te where- 
in for nan not. only the ous 
of paigichlze Phidons hath been prevented, 5a 
| Publick Revenues have been promoted.” The Apoſtle 
obſtructs, blocks up the Efuxes of our Charity only 
to luck, whoſe Indigencc proceeds from a voluntary 
omiſſion of ce: Fe that will not Labour, let him 
net Eat, 2: Thel. 3. 10: As for others, if we debar 
our. Charity, we forfeit our Chriſtianity. | 
How: rationally” ( as we-prelume )* do we Object ? 
May I not difpoſe of my owninhecitance, or my own 
Purchaſe, as my own genius ſhall pronapt me 2 Muſt 
I expole my ſa contrated , and multiplied ; the 
Conlort of 6 my Boſom,” che Ifſue of my” Loias to fu- 
cure Incumbrances,.. an&Exigences, to lupply the pre- 
ſeat- of others ? Shall- invite, attract, Diſtreſs inthe 
Lees of my declining Age, by an Imprudence of 
Bounty in the Flower, the igo oe my Days? Theſe 
ſpecious Pretences arc but fallacious ts, like 
our firſt Parents Fig-Leaves, to 'cover our Spiritual 
Nakedneſs, falſe Varniſhes to beautifie carnal Wick- 


ednels, Ler us not miſtake our Tenure, it is not 
Pri- 
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52 , a Seward{hip in the genume 
ſcope of this Parable, _ We are not Proprietarics, but 
fructuaries of Riches. "Theſe Talents are to be 
managed according to the Rule, the Dictate of God's 
Bae Word, nor, according to the bent, the _—_— 
of our own corrupt Hearts. ,, God might have al- 
latted an equal Proportion of Enjoyments of this 

World to all forts of Men, to be all levelled ; but then 

( in the Qbſeryation of St. Baſil the Great) there had 

been wanting a Teſt, for the Munificence, the Boun- 

of the Rich, and forthe Patience, the Humiliry of 

- Poor. . Chriſt hath ordained ſome to be Wealthy, 
toexerciſe their Fidelity, to diſcharge the parc of. Al- 

moners,, to be Treaſurers for the Poor, nay, for him- 

ſelf, who ſnes for Succours 1n his diſtreſſed Members ; 

and interprets Negletts of theſe, -as Indigniries againſt 

himſelf. hs that you did it wat to the eaſt of theſe, you did 

it not to me, Mat. 25, 45. Quis ad tonitru hoc nox expa- 

veſcit ? ( ſaith St. Auſtin ) Who is not . ſcar d* with this 

Thunder > They who ſhrink not, dread nor to prevent, 

to .decdine this Doom,..ſhall 'droopyſhall ſink to ſu- 

ſtain it. The_Rich Man in the Golpal, ( Lake 16.) 

was not conderntied becauſe by was 1injuſt, bar be- 

cauſe he was unmercitul,not becauſe he opprels'd Laza- 

rus, bue becauſe he relieved him nor. -A-numerous 11- 

ſue is no plea at Gad's Bar to vindicatea'coverqus Heart, 

or a tenacious Hand, *©A:pleit: | 
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J Argument ) ro! excite us to- almoſt:ſaid 


( with due Reveregee,).19.@þlige ag the Gyar- 
ian dren; unlels we would ſurrender them 
co the Tuition 'of the Temptygr, rather. than che, Re- 
deemer. © He, whg,js uncharitable-upon the account 
of his Family, his Poſteri » gllengs doybly inthe Judg: 


not provide 


overruling Proyidence. . Laſtly, Charity is inconſide- 
te # to be the riſe of Þ ls 

{ ſhall not preſs $, Gprian; forid Argument in chang- 
ing the Scene ; Þ auperiox ſeculo opulentior-Deo ; Whillt 
more empoveriſht to the Ward ,, thou _ wilt be more 
enricht to God. - Not to recede out ofthe ſame Orb, 
not to {werve from ithe ſame Station : There is no 
moon more —_— _ wp Loans 
Proſperity. ' The: Zaltan”.N ulgar Phraſe © Ing 1s 
Geng Rhetorick EA bon 1 Sex your 
ſelves. Thy Alms in the Bowels of; the Poor, are like 
Grains of Corn in | Ck of the Earth M oy ſeem 
ro putrifie,  roperiſh, burthey-come up with 4 ſpecious 
Advantage, ” ; There is who fcattereth, . and yet encresſeth, 
* Prov.-14. 244 Who Thrives' by Diminution, Mulci- 
plnly SubſtraRtion ;;'a Contradiftion in Arithmatick, 

ra Perfection in Grace. _—_— 


_ the Biſhop of Worceſter. 215 & 
Such'was [744 2.0 bh ors called, Ele fungry. 
The Eſtate of a Charitable Perſon is like the idows 
Cruiſe of Oyl, communicated, and not diminiſhed, 
imparted, and' not impaired ; nay, improved. . No 
Duty doth more vindicate'us fora Hypocriſie. It was 
the. diſconſolate Remark of St. Baſil the Greaz, that 
he obſerved many zealous Profeffors his Concempora- 
ries, -Eminent for Devotion, for Mortification, for So- 
briery, Chaſtity, and other Moral Endowments ;_ and 
yet Tenacious, Uncharitable ;” which, like 2 veriemous - 
blaſt, rainted all the Religious Performands. Lwiſh 
it werea Scandal to revive, togpply this mournful Re- 
ſeatment to the Age whertin we live. .. By out melting 
Bowels, 'our ſtretcht out Hands in Charicable Supplies, 
to'make us Friends With the Uſtnimon of. Utnrighteo Ry 
is not an Evangelical Counſel, but Precept ; not | 
trary. to be :embraced, carelſed ; 'of wayed, rejected, 
as a.Serene, Candid, -or Moroſe ſour Hamailt: ſhall 
bear -ſway. '/ To render the-Violation of this Charge 
the more wr ia black Epi A 
There /is an Obligation, of ity *x1V in C | 
uy; 4t :{61t;:: Not- 5 teheve TSS Diſtreſled, .. &s;/1n 
ect jocioully to Rob him”, - ar leaſt overtly . 
to. purloin from him, _ Ler nor this ſtare you as, a. 
Paradox, it is Solomon's Orthodox DI Prov, JeZZe 
Wihdzaw © not: (good - from them to-" whom - it. LOW 
From - the Owners thereof inthe inp, wy 
cation, which beſt correſponds with rhe 
Count TERS } It as pentineags oppo 
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--ence. - A charitable Perſon hath the 
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3 ET xt; ian thheg HIST 
Je.” Itis the. Phraſe, tha Eloquence, "the Charm: of a 
Jewi Petitioner in war cj ; give me the Precepr. 
As' there is a Grain of Juſtice 'or Equity; fo there is a 
Tig&ture. of -Piery .in merciful Performances. This 
renders Mammon it (elf a ge of Religion, devores 
and Conſecrates it as an Utenſil of rhe Temple. 

+. The Jewiſh Doctors aſſert, that the Royal Prophet 
David gave Alms every day; it was his conſtant Quo- 
ridian Praftice, but more eſpecially as preparatory to 
his publick Solemn Devotion, when be reloxted to 
the Synagogue, darting our this Ejaculation ; . 7 will be- 
bold. thy Face m Righteouſneſs, Plat 17.15; It is the 
Pſalmiſts 'Authentick Record: to reſcue this Dodtrine 
from Diſputes and Cavils. ' Ze hath diſpers'd; be hath g1- 
wen to the Poor, bis Righteouſneſs endureth for ever, Plal. 


..,1/12, 9. Chrift himſelf ſers our the diffuſive, operative 
:Tranlſeendency of this Virttie: Give alms-of what things 
301 have, "und all things ſhall: be clean. Lake. 11. 41. this 


: 


1 NO Hope of an Irony,” no' ſmart” Sarcaſm;:-no 
| taunting:Sco . 
ture, raki! 


- 'Ohar rey, to purific their Hearts and their Hands alſo. 
4r-is all things ſhalt be «0zez pure, their droſs refi- 


; as ſome expound it; burn facred Le- 
_ off the Phariſees from a ſuperſtitious 
of theit Platters)” ro rruly: religious 


d,; therſelyes rendred undefiled, unſullicd, 


2: Our comtpaſſionate'Suecors), as they have « fandti- 


Hying'Cleatiling ; ſo lfo a'digni 


exalting Influ- 
ne ourto be re. 
puted a Benefa@or to his Creator, a-Creditor'to- his 
A ; | | Redeemer, 


*” "SY bs "the Bi *, 107 Jo; F - > Lo *. 
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Redeemery_ He wha: '$fveh-t9 the" Por, Ine to ® 
Lord, Prov. 19.17. it-is /Avraife. inthe Trantlation of 
the Septuagint, -he lendeth upon Ulury. 

On this accounta Dukeof Guiſe was not branded,but 
renowned, in ſtiled the greateſt Uſurer of France ; 
in this-Notion, (it {mcere)- Lo noblai and rhe NG; 
lieſt. As there i 4, an outward Eſtcem and Honor, {0 
there is an inward Solace and Delight. accru 5 
charitable Performances, that tranſcends Fo 
al..:Pleafures. ' God | repays- beyond; humane Int 
im this World: a hundred Fold, -m the next everlaſting,: 
Mark' 10. 30, A Recompence which no hana intel 
lectual, Faculty can apprehend, no Eloquence, but an- 
gelical, can expreſs,” Were there not an Impreſſion of 
infidelity in the io het of men to boggle ar the truth of 
the divine Promiſe and Providence, how would-our 
deſires be kindled, our affections inflamed in purſuit 
of {6 —— Si Fr gary, we. would: reſolve 
to practiſe as «did profeſs to ; to Eterni 
which 16-1 "rp from -the ws in -my Te, 
(make yor Friends of the” Mammon © 0 Unrighteouſne) 
to the Compenſation ; that dy may receive you into ever- 
laſting 'habitations.” - 

Bellarmine in a ftrajn-of Confidence 'alledges this 
Guerdon, this Reward as a-valid-Proof of Purgato- 
ry. Whereas in a general Conſideration, parabolical 

is nor argumentative ; ina. ſpecial Confide- 
ration, this Gloſs corrupesthe T ext, not only: —_ 
/e Luſtre and unfineys the Force of it; bur r 
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ye a urtintcadt cn TW nethurks an-annable 
Lure ro/invite, 20\atira&roa dreadful 'Topick a dil- 
ſuaſive Argument, to avertz"to deter ; whereby a Re- 
ward degenerates into Puniſhment. Neicher the Phraſe 
nor the Importance of the Text admits any degree of 
conliſtence with the Notion of Purgatory, The'Text 
denotes'the Period of a Temporal Life, to be the, pun- 
Rual Riſe of -an Eternal, to be the immediate Tranſ- 
pore to Heayen for a charicable Soul, 
© Not tro infiſt-on:the controverſialdifquiſition, I ſhall 
te the praQical ; wherein who'the Friends are 
lead ws Þ 29-4 fite inquiry. S. Ambroſe un- 
veils them to be che holy Ange be being the Guardians 
of merciful Souls for-their- Tuition 00 Earth, and 
Chariots for their Tranſlation to Heaven, being mi- 
niſtring Spirits in both capacities. - Some” Divines ex- 
thele Friends tobe: the facred bleſſed Trinity, 
A charitable Man is.ingratiated, | indeared to God him- 
* Abraham, whoſe Charity was as conſpicuous as his 
Faith, | was honoured to:be entidded-'the Friend of God: 
| Tfaich 41. 8. not only advanced, dignified in his Court, 
bur embraced and embeſomed -1n his Cloſer. Ir is a 
"Ray df divine Perfection to be drpyrms a BenefaCtor, 
R, lat , Euthymins, and others underſtand the 
Beet in my; Fext, to: be diſtreſſed Perſons, ſuc- 
coured: by our Supports; though the Obloquies, the 
Reproaches of: the World, chough the Dirt, the Scum 
of rhe Earch; yer: being andiified the Privadoes of 
God, the Favorites of Heaven, the Procurers of our 


admiſſion 


- Bi O 9" Worceſter, 
admiſſion NIE: "Chriſt who accepts of Benefits cx-. 
tended to thein, as exhibired-to-himlelf, upori-their 
Account will enfranchiſe, inthrone tis in chat Jeruſalem 
that is above ; whereby we ſhall be tranſlated from a 
Deſert to a Gity, from being Sojourners, Pilgrims,"ro 
be Deniſons, Princes. How'pretions'in our Eſtimare;: 
in our Regard ought fach to be, however deſpicable 
m Dreſs in appearance 3 who can raiſe us to {uch il- 
IuſtriousPreterments 2 As the ſubſtance of the Reward: 
is remarkable, ſo' is the Circumſtance ;\ when you fail: 
According to the Syriack Tranſlation,” when i Jon 
ro wit, our Mammon, our Wealth ; which in the 
eſt Plenry and Security may vaniſh like a Sheidorr, | 
whilſt we im t to fix it ;- expoſed-it- is 
at Sea, to Terps, Lee Sov F ro and on 
the firmeſt Shore, to the Rapines, / the Violenicies of 
Fae, more fierce- and lavage aa the Waves, the 
of the Sea,” «51 £4. 
reiſures and Fabricks have thats Deraysand Peeks 
ods in revolution of Tirfies'and Enidrgences] hey arc 
_ tO Duſt and Aſhes 'as'our ſelves.” Ml" theſe 


ſhall be diſſe HY AR Hen? Fey ar 41. 
reflec on Ko and the rksthercof'; to-wir; 
the Endowrnents} Accompliſhmiens rhereof recited in 
the Clole of the irmediare'precedent Verſe. They arc 
Luſitilia in ' Suetonins's Pheaſe, obnoxious, liable to 
Diſſ6farion. '* The c Originabſers i ir out'more pregnant- 
ly;- ſignificantly; Xvopawres all theſe things being.diflal- 
ved: It is nolefs alcertan'd than if already effected, be- 
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ye op 5 woe Man 
Aﬀaules hen; we.are. weakeſt , whole lat-relerve 


of boſtile-Malice-.is.' to bruiſe the Heel. Gen. 34.15% 
S, Bernard expounds it at the Clole of Life*: When 
you ſhall. be. unſinewed,. unſpirited, like waſted dim 
Fapers in an, unſayory Snuff ;.whea the moſt amiable 

Features ſhall Devore Spechaces of read and Horror, 
when che-Eyes,'- choſe Caſemencs of Vanitics, ſhall 
be ſhut up, when. pon AE o* Arnie thoſe 
Luminaries ſhall be extinguiſh Re ett 


nd! Wi 4 * OgrAcig 
When we ſhall be- lected, py ef Comrades 
and- Coolorss,- iy all Aﬀſociazes' and; Friends, except 
choſe in my-Text. We readily,coteraio'Balam' 
Nuns. £2 19-- iQR2; (to-'die the death. of the righteous) and 
that our laſt end may be. like ys. . 
2 Sic, fie jurat ire. ſub umbres. 

We all yearn-.20- zecede,..o. wich w. from the 

Stape of- this Wald, in [a, State. of Toney, like 


IIS connual Vallalage of life tothe 


inc 3 o/- Worceſter 
pire, to verit his Ty \Galp in, a won Bur 
if our Lives - have corrupted our Minds,. with-the In- 
fluences of Manmon, the-Hour of death will got re- 
leaſe.burt exchange our Ferrers to be mote _ -ma- 
nacled,: to be fierccly tortured in a OSePA Utter 
darknels. 

To fum up what. I have enlar ed, ro cole with 
every Soul in. thi\enerable Aflembly wich an, appli- 
catory> Meditation. 4; haye diſſected .my. Text to-2 
Precept and a Reward, reſembling the-Incenſe Altar 

nike Mercy Seat of the Tabernacle: In. the Pre- 
cept, I have viewed the Engine t0-be-emplo ed, and. . 
the Employment: ic ſelf; the” Engine being Man: 
mon of Unrighteonſneſs, not-co brand» ample Treaſures 
or Incomes, early. eng pots w 6 ving 
or managin Mammon t ymicks 
+ Comm ap neg OO either medicina} 
to heal, -ro;help, or fatal to'cotrupe, to. bang; facal 
it is when nal;  arring: its Taint notonly to. Mer- 
chandiſe, but -to Judicarure, to. Religion. ,/. Neither 
che Tribunal:.nor the'Tendple is-/3 Suaeery fo: 
cureiExemption from” this: Peſt:z/ it- wrought,ovitiared = 
Balzam toc. be a:falſe Prophet, :' Judas 10:HGK falle. 
Apoſtle, and Felix tobe a corrupt Judge...” 


Mr any 
TORTS Et 


ws kg Supporters Eck as? as: pat ee 


che one : bein vative- of Right; the other com- 
cov of Wrong; Both are 'of Co beat aberred; LOWE 
+ eonall ht Charity 'of ( ion, 

to BON blefſed- s, whilſt 'we 
oblige diſtreſſe men, thereby ro be ranked as Com- 
peers in.; being befriended by thoſe glorious Spirits; 
Hmicitia pares -o* -accipit vel facit ®Friendfhip- either 
finds or makes Equals: To: cajole; even'to. conjure 
-iſo atnicable a Duty, have conducted yohr- attention 
from: rhe'-Precept iro the Reward; "vikedcln: I have 
obſerved- the Subſtance. and the Dicaunſtance of 
16g.  che/ Subſtance of” it'- imipdrting'*a"/ Tranſlation 
fram -che' xxanſirory -accommodation:of-an In) to 
the firſt _Station- ofa Dwelling, of ng Ha- 
bications, to exchange a: Tabernacle fora Tanple 3. 
a Tecghc and; founded hens, 
ſecrated. by. God hirhſelf. -'Th ent - Perſons 
that"are relieved by us, become our: - Factors to nego- 
riare for us, [to-fix ous EL to take. 1 
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ag: of fight from cur Role Fs in, extogemities. < A- 
revgningl 599 is Fiche Wogms, 
ro 43's putrified togerhet, IIs will remain -no- 
thing .co. him who. uorightconlly © manages the,” Ta- 
lear of Mamman; but a; difemal Accomp co caflame his 
reckaning. with a corrolive Remart: of conſcience; 
not likes he nt that twined about the Head of 
Cleomenes, when he died, but this Snake will wind it 
ſelf abour t the Soul, to Pierce it with anguiſh and hor- 
ror ; No Friendſhip then. either will - can beſtead 
vs, bur. this in 'my Text. Proſperity is a Load- 
one, yo attract Friendſhip ; but Mikery is a -Rock to 
ſplix ic. Ir; was- Sacrates's experimental complaint in 
Adverigy.; 965,020: there is no Friend, /.none-in- 
deed. extant. ig, the ler Ebby none. indeed of - 
thens,. but of, Feruſalem only. | 
Tex: ſets the Life the Luſtie of: Friendſhip, in 
MW \Umbrags of. Death, If bbs the. poggexended to the 
" Numaſcene vatls this rxath 19448 Apologue. of a 


hs = Pezſqn.. who owned theee Friends ;,.. tyeo 


whexcof . cndearcd ;.as. his... Soul,- nay. more- renders 
ly. treated, iry,' their. diſtiagy” GDncerns4; more; fglligi: 
rally regarded the - third. leak eſtimated, y&tmot 
qQuize, + Whereas being ſummoned 16 appear; 
ance betorg 4 dreadful. Judge, he made bis Addzeſies 
wril-inet Top Friends ; . His faſt. oy 

rmlicy, of HM orgs Mccouneracae 18) HPPA; 
r6; to Wit, infignificans, for Solace or Advantage; 
bas $;ſcapy Eric exeeoaiolly companies hu 20 


the 


2 oy 


| E$5:59% (= 
+ | of 7 ade $4 F by 
EE che firſt Stag wy his chitb3uleplindbhy wlires 60 him 


ro the "end ve his y aſbſts him be- 
fore the dreadful DS WY 
To withdraw the Curtain of the Apologue to a 
weatthyPerſon, as Nathan did to David, thou art 
the'mnan' thus befriended, (vetus Fabil per navam F- 
frionem ; / in the Comedians Phraſe.) Thy firſt Friend 
is the World, this affords, ar thy receſs front it, a 
Winding- Sheer, a Coffin, a Hearle-Cloth ; Orna- 
ments ſpecious as to the fight of (others, | not in any 
degree commodious to my ſelf. Thy ſecond Friend 
is the Conſort of thy Be \ the Mate of thy Bofom, 
or thy Iffe- which tho, thy ' Heatle to .the firſt 
Stiige' 6f 'thy' Corps, the Spe. 4if the Pun&ilio' 'of 
Stare; or- retired diſguiſe of Mourning will-vouch- 
fafe it) however this Friend: takes there a final adieu, 
the Funeral Sokemniry being celebrated, - accompli- 
fhed.  'Thy rhird Fridnd is the'deſieable, miſe?able 
Perfon;; whom thou telieveſt,” whole: Inereſt*cleaves 
ro thee, ('fidus Achates'Y "even to the' Period of thy 
Journey, +becornes an Advotate to plead for thee ar 
the Bar- of Juſtice,- effeCtually prevails for Mercy. 
_ Were theie'not*an-Enchantment in Avatice, 'who 
wods: hor "with ready Alacriry diſtribute- temporal 
- Comforts to -others, to-alcertam eternal to himſelf > 
Unimerciful- Perſons- f6rfeir and bereave themſelves 
of thoſe” "Treaſures they ſeem to retain,” whete- 
as” the "merciful rexain thoſe "Treaſures they ſcent 
to be bereayed ' of ;. their works, eſpecially _ 


Alms follow them, "their riches are: preſerved, nay 
augmented to them. ; tho' not formally in. kind, yer 
virtually 'in value, traaſcendently in a ſuperlarive 
Compenſation, | 

To reſcue us from the Faſcination, the Witchcratc 
of covetous defires,. the grand Impediments, the urcer 
Dehiances of charitable Acts ; there, is requiſite, a. di- 
vine auxiliary Grace , earneſtly to be implored for, 
wherein let us not diſdain to be diſciplined by a mo-+ 
dern Pattern, the Honor of our Nation, (Mr. Sutton} 
not illuſtrious for Titles bur Graces , dignihed by 
unparalell'd Alms, by the renowned Monument of 
a munificent Hoſpital; Preparatory whereto, he fre- 
quencly, vehemently ſupplicated ; 0. Lord thou haſt 
given me a plentiful Eſtate, give me a mereiful Heart to 
diſpoſe it to thy Glory. This pious Ejaculation, re- 
iterared in his own Garden, was overheard in an- 
other adjacent to it, as it 1s atteſted by a modern Ec- 
clefiaſtical Hiſtorians 

To incourage this Duty of Charity, to fortifie the 
Streſs of it againſt all che Attacks, and Stratagems 
of Satan; I, have muſtered up the: holy Auxilia 
Forces, the puilſant morives of the ſtricteſt indiſpen- 
ſible rule of Juſtice, of che- moſt undefiled, unfeigned 
exerciſe. of Piery, of the brighteſt Luſtre of a- ſerene 
pure -Reputatiog , of the moſt -commodious- inno- 
cent Traffick,, of the moſt delicious boſom Satisfa&ti- 
| on: I have {ignalized theſe confluences of the choicelt 
preſent Attractives, and Allurements of this World ; 
£2 by 
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by the future Reſerve, the Staple Requital of the 'Beati 
tudes, the Glories of the txt. To condude, God hath 
not endowed any of us with wealth,to be rainted with 
Vice, but to exerciſe, to promote Virtue, not ro defray 
the profuſe Expences of Varitties, of gay,ntodifh;ſum- 
ptuous Habits (the Banners of Pride and Vanity;) not 
for Sacrifices to our Palats, to adminiſter Puel to Flames 
of Luxury and Debauchery : nay not to raiſe our 
Families, not for Grandeur but Grace; not for to ren- 
der our Poſteriries great, but our ſelves good, and them 
alfo, in the Track of our Examples, in conlecrating, in 
perpetuating our Riches, by Fo charitable Ufes ; 
ro repair, 'to adorn Fabricks, dedicated, ſet aparr for 
ſacred Ordinances, that God may be worthiped with 
the Beatty of Holineſs. 
Let it not be a Reproach to the beſt reformed 
Religion, that'ins ſome places, where Perſonages fur- 
nifhed with ample Revenues, bedecked'with Gallan- 
try of Clothes, inhabit ; Gods HoyſtsThould'be lefs 
decent, leſs auguſt and prin than "their own : 
that many rural parochial Churches hold Reſem- 
blances,” borh for the Structiire* andthe Fiirmiture,, 
with Barns rather thatr Temples ; Windows -ungla- 
zed or fharrered, the Floors unpaved,” deformed 
with Pits, the Roofs ungarniſhed even unceiled, 
in a Rudeneſs. of Prophanenels'; the'Walls defaced 
with Gafhes, hung with Cobwebs mſtead of Tapt: 
try, I wiſh from my Soul it were a ore to 
afferr 


the Biſhop of Worceſter. JF. 
afſert'it. This is not folemaly, awfully to reve- 
rence, ro adote, but contemptibly, A 
to- diſhonour, to. afftont the moſt High. Ic 
an Aſpe& of an Indighnity obtruded towards the ſu- 
preme divine Soveraigh + (Churches being andicntly 
dignified t6 be enticaled, r6 bt "reputed 'Baſilics, 
Palaces for Kings, even for the King of Kings :) 
Whatever is .m any degree related, apptoptiared 
to God, is degraded, deſecrared, being ina Wea 
Dreſs, expoſed to Dileſteem and- Seorn, ' 2 £119! 
A cheap ſordid Performance of religions” Du- 
ties, is not to be interpreted the Service of God, 
but of Mammon ; the refinement of which drols, 
the purifying of the Pollutions and unrighteouſneſs 
thereof , cannot be effe&ted, but by a&ts of Piery 
and Charity ; in the one in reference to inanimate 
Piles, the other in refcrence to animate, the living 
Temples of the everliving God ; being enriched , 


deputed, enjoyned, obliged we are by a ſpecial Ob- 
ligation, to relieve the diſtreſſes ' of our indigent. 


Brethren, appointed we are as Truſtees for Supplies 
in their Exigences ; if this Truſt be uprightly dil- 
charged, our Fidelity herein. will qualite us. to be 
intereſted in the Solace the Sentence of Abſolution 
of the laſt day. *Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inhe- 
rit the Kingdom prepared for you from the Foundation of 
the World. For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat : 
I was thirſty, and ye gave me drink: 1 was a ſtranger, 
and ye took me in: naked, and ye clothed me : I was ”_ 

- and: 
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A Sermon preathed by 
and ye viſited me-: . I was im priſon, and ye came unto me : 
Math. 25. 34, 35, 36- Of this/ſuperlative, ineſti- 
mable Recompence of Piety and Charity ; (to be ad- 


. mitred to everlaſting Habications in the Phraſe of 


my. Text) which cannor enter into us to underſtand, 

ill we enter into it-to_ poſleſs ir, the Lord of his 
infinite - Mercy make us Partakers, for the merits of 
his bleſſed Son, by the Influences of his holy Spirit ; 
to- which ſacred Trinity, be aſcribed Gloty, Ho- 
nour, Might, Majeſty and Dominion, this day, and 
for ever. _- 


ADVERTISEMEN T. 
Here is lately publiſhed : The Mirror of Martyrs : 
. the firſt and ſecond Part : lively expreſſing, in 
a ſhort view ; the Force of their Faith, the Fervency of 
rheir Love, the Wiſdom of their Sayings, the Patience 


of their Sufferings, with their Prayers and Preparations 
for their laſt =4Dv4 


